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Tea Statistics 1999-2000 is the forty sixth issue of publication in the
series published by Tea Board, Kolkata. Encouraged by the response
received from Tea dustry and Trade in respect of earlier publications
attempts have been made to incorporate up to date and exhaustive
information as far as possible in this issue for use of Ted Industry and
Trade.

Research workers, Economist as well as individuals, national and
international institutions have in the past found this publication very useful
for a systematic and scientific study relating to tea industry and trade.
Hope this issue will carry this objective and prove itself to be more useful

Some of the tables have been reoriented according to the present need
and I hope this will be very much helpful for the users. -

I place on record the appreciation for the contributions made by
Statistics Branch and thanks to those Officers and staffs for bringing out
this publication who have put in their valuable assistance and hard work in
accomplishing this task.

M Paramanantham
Statistician
. Kolkata, December, 2002
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INDIA IN THE INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVE

1. Introduction:

The Indian Tea Industry, at the door step of the new millennium, is in many ways at cross roads and faced
with a number of critical problems basically the low price realization and high cost of production. The
sharp fall in tea prices and depressed market conditions during the year 2000 affected the Tea Industry
particularly the producers of Dooars, Terai, Cachar and entire South India. The Indian tea production after
attaining an all time record in 1998 has shown a modest rise in 2000 to the level of 846.5 M.Kgs as
against 825.9 M.Kgs in 1999. The increase in production of tea was mainly attributed to the increase in
crop in North Indian tea-growing areas to the extent of 18,7 M.Kgs due to favorable climatic condition
prevailed in that region. South Indian crop has also shown a marginal increase of 1.8 M.Kgs over 1999,
At the close of the calendar year 2000 Indian tea export reached to a level of 206.82 M.Kgs as against
191.72 M.Kgs. in 1999, there by registered an increase in quantum of 15,1 M.Kgs over 1999 but the
export earnings has gone down by as much as Rs. 67.26 crores in 2000 over 1999 Annual average prices
of tea at Indian auction also registered a decline of Rs. 11.08 per kg or 15.23 % during 2000 over 1999,

The global production of tea in the year 2000 registered a modest increase compared to the level
achieved in 1999. The global exports also shows an improvement due to substantial rise in exports of tea
from India, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Vietnam, China, Indonesia and Uganda etc. The prices of tea at all the
International Auction Centres registered an increase daring 2000 over 1999,

1.1 World Production:

The World Production registered a steady improvement during the last five years till 1998, Curing 2000
production of tea in the world has also registered a modest increase of 18 M.Kgs. over 1999. The
increase in production is mainly attributable to increase in production of tea in India (20 M.Kgs), Sri Lanka
(23 M.Kgs}, Bangladesh (7 M.Kgs), Vietnam (5 M.Kgs), Uganda (5 M.Kgs), China (4 M.Kgs), Malawi (4
M.Kgs), Japan {1 M.Kgs) etc. However, production of tea in Turkey (40 M.Kgs), Kenya (13 M.Kgs),
Argentina (8 M.Kgs}, Taiwan (2 M.Kgs) etc has registered a decline during 2000 over 1999,

1.2 World Exports:

World tea exports registered a steady growth during the last five years till 1998 due to significant demand
from tea importing countries. After a set back in 1999 World tea exports during 2000 has registered an
increase of 69.0 M.Kgs. due to increase in exports from China (28 M.Kgs.), Sri Lanka (17 M.Kgs), India
(15 M.Kgs.), Turkey (2 M.Kgs.), Vietnam (19 M.Kgs), Bangladesh (3 M.Kgs.) etc. whereas exports from
Kenya (25 M.Kgs), Argentina (2 M.Kgs), Malawi (5 M.Kgs) etc has registered a decline during 2000
over 1999. The details of production and export by major producing countries is given on the following
page:











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































