INTRODUCTION

With the publication of the present issue, “Tea Statistics” steps into the tenth year of
its life and we have every hope that it will be received with the same enthusiasm and cor-
diality as its predecessors. It has always been our sincere effort to make every issue of this
bulletin more useful than the one preceding it.

The object of the publication remains, as before, to present in a concise form detailed
information regarding different aspects of the Tea Industry and Trade in India as well as the
more important basic information regarding the position of tea in other important producing
and consuming countries of the world.

As before, this volume incorporates the latest statistical information relating to different
aspects of the Tea Industry and Trade available at the time of going to press. Some of the
figures are, therefore, necessarily incomplete or provisional. Figures have in most cases been
taken from sources generally regarded as authentic although in some cases less dependable
sources also have had to be drawn upon.

The present publication contains 112 tables against 104 tables in the previous issue.
There have been some additions and alterations in the present issue. Some tables in the
India portion of previous issues have been omitted as these are not relevant in the present
context and some have been reoriented according to our needs. On the other hand, thirteen
tables have been included as new features in the present issue. Six out of these thirteen
tables are in Part I (India), viz. Table No. 1(v) showing production of green tea in North India
by districts during 1955 to 1963, Table No. 9(c) showing fortnightly offerings and sales of South
Indian teas at Coonoor auctions during 1963, Table No. 16(g) showing quantity of tea exported
from North and South India to different countries during 1959 to 1963, Table No. 16(h) show-
ing quantity and value of green tea exported from India to different countries during 1959 to
1963, Table No. 16(j) showing exports of tea from India to different countries by different
methods of manufacture during 1962-63, Table No, 26{c) showing average rate of excise duty
" per kg of tea produced in different areas in India classified under different Central Excise Zones
during 1961 to 1963.

For the sake of easy comparability with international statistics, some essential tables
relating to India have been given in British Units in Part II. These tables are as enumerated
below : -—
1. Production of tea in North India by districts and South India by States during the
years 1951, 1955 to 1963,

2. Area under tea in North India by districts and South India by states during the
years 1951, 1955 to 1963.

3. Average yield per acre in 1b. of North Indian teas by districts and South India by
states during 1951, 1955 to 1963.

4. Quantity and value of tea exported from India by month during 1959 to 1963.

5. Quantity and value of tea exported from India to different countries during the years
1959 to 1963.

6. Quantity and value of tea exported from India during 1959-60 to 1963-64.

Table No. 21(b) showing imports of tea into some selected European and African coun-
tries during 1959 to 1963 has also been included as a new feature in the International portion
(Part III),

P. R. SENGUPTA
Statistician,






Review of the Year 1963-64

The year 1963 has, on the whole, been a satisfactory year for the Tea Industry., The
most noteworthy feature of 1963 has been the continued rise in exports of tea from India..

Tea exports have been showing a steadily rising trend since 1961. They rose from
193.1 mkg in 1960 to 206.3 mkg in 1961, 214.0 mkg. in 1962 and 223.5 mkg in 1963. During
the last 2 years exports have increased at an average rate of about 9 million kg per year in
spite of the decline in production in 1962 and 1963 compared to 1961. Foreign exchange
earnings have correspondingly gone up and in 1963 they amounted to Rs. 132.4 crores com-
pared to Rs. 124.9 crores in 1962.

Production :  Adverse weather conditions in North-East India had affected production
in 1963. The crop in North India for the year 1963 totalled only 257.3 mXg as compared
with 262.8 m.kg in 1962 resulting in a shortfall of 5.5 m.kg,

In South India, however, production maitained a steady increasing trend and reached
a record level in 1963 at 88.6 mkg. thus showing an increase of 4.7 mkg. compared to 1962.
The total production of tea in India during 1963 was thus 345.9 m.kg. compared to 346.7 m.kg.
in 1962 and 354.4 m.kg. in 1961.

Sales : The total quantity of leaf teas sold at Calcutta auctions during the season
1963-64 was 95.7 mkg. against 99.6 m.kg. during the season 1962-63. The total quantity of
dust teas sold at Calcutta in the same year was, however, 49.0 m.kg. against 48.7 m.kg. during
1962-63. The quantity sold at Cochin auctions during 1963 was 46.1 mkg. against 42.6 mkg.
sold during 1962. At London auctions 73.2 m.kg. of North Indian teas and 17.3 m.kg. of South
Indian teas were sold during 1963 against 67.6 mkg. and 174 mkg. respectively during the
year 1962,

Prices :  Average prices of tea sold particularly at Calcutta and London auctions during
the current season showed a downward trend but the prices realised were not by and large
unfair.

The average price of leaf teas sold at Calcutta auctions during the season 1963-64 was
Rs. 5.16 per kg against Rs. 5.26 per kg during 1962-63. Average prices for dusts during 1963-64
were Rs. 4.79 per kg against Rs. 491 per kg during 1962-63.

At Cochin average prices obtained by leaf and dust teas during 1963 were Rs, 4,47 and
Rs. 445 per kg against Rs. 4.58 and Rs. 3.75 per kg respectively realised during 1962,

The average price for North Indian teas sold at London auctions during 1963 was
10.5.-2.80d. per kg against 11s.-1.60d. per kg in 1962. The average price obtained by South
Indian teas was 7s.-11.57d per kg against 8s.-1.25d per kg in 1962.

Exports :  In spite of lower production in North India which accounts for over 75% of
the total crop in India, tea exports have shown a continuously improving trend in terms of
both quantity and value. Thus, the quantity exported has risen from 206.3 mkg. in 1961 to
2140 mkg. in 1962 and to 223.5 m.kg. in 1963 which was the highest quantity exported in
any year since 1959. Foreign exchange earnings have also gone up from Rs. 124.2 crores in
1961 to Rs. 124.9 crores in 1962 and to Rs. 1324 crores in 1963 which is the highest figure for
the last 5 years.

The United Kingdom has been all along the best customer for India, Her purchases
totalled 135.6 mXkg. in 1963 as compared with 119.9 m.kg. in 1962. Exports to UK. in 1963
were also the highest during the last 5 years both in volume and in foreign exchange earnings.
U.AR. came second with purchases totalling 17.1 m.kg. as compared with 18.5 m.kg. in 1962
while the U.S.S.R. took third place with 16.6 mkg. compared with 124 mkg during the
previous year. U.S.A. took 10.1 mkg in 1963 as against 11.4 mkg. in 1962. -



( vi)

On a financial year basis exports of tea were lower by 11.5 mkg. in 1963-64 compared
to the previous year 1962-63. Correspondingly, foreign exchange earnings were lower by Rs. 6.4
crores in 1963-64. The total quantity and value of exports during 1963-64 were 209.3 mkg.
and Rs. 123.2 crores respectively against 220.8 m.kg. and Rs. 129.6 crores respectively during
1962-63.

~ The decline in exports during 1963-64 is due to the lower exports during the early
months of 1964 following two successive years of unsatisfactory crop and, on the other hand,
higher exports during both 1962 and 1963 as compared to 1961 as a result of which very little
tea was left to be exported during the first few months of the year 1964, In fact, exports
lagged behind 1963 right up to the end of May. It was only in June when new season's teas
were available for export in sizeable quantities that exports during the current year exceeded
for the first time exports during the corresponding month of 1963, the excess being nearly
1 mkg. This trend has since continued till this publication went to the Press and may be
expected to continue during the rest of the year.

Internal Consumption : Internal consumption of tea in India had risen steadily from
82.7 mkg. in 1953-34 to 139.6 m.kg. in 1961-62. During 1962 and 1963, however, owing to
lower production and higher exports, the growth of domestic consumption of tea appears to
have been arrested to some extent. In fact the estimate for internal consumption during
1962-63 is only 1331 m.kg. against 139.6 m.kg. in the previous vear thus showing a decline by
6.5 mkg.

Target for 3rd Five-Year Plan: The targets for production and exports of tea originally
fixed were 408.2 mkg. and 276.7 mkg. respectively.

During the year, a Working Group for fixing the targets of production and exports of
tea for the 4th and 5th five year plans was appointed at the instance of the Planning Commission.
Apart from fixing the targets for production and exports for the 4th and 5th five year plans,
the Working Group also revised the production and export targets for the 3rd five year plan,
the original targets being considered to be difficult of achicvement in the light of the actual
performance so far. The Working Group also suggested ways and means of achieving the
proposed targets for production and exports for the 4th and 5th five year plans. The final
report of the Working Group was submitted to the Government of India on 5th May, 1964.

Prospects for 1964 : Prospects for production during the current year appear to be
very bright. Up to the end of August, production in North-East India was higher by 12.2
m.kg: compared to the corresponding period of1963. It can be safely anticipated that produc-
~ tion in North India for the whole year will be about 600 m.bs. (272 mkg.). Production
in South India up to June, 1964 has been lower than that up to the same period of 1963
due to late arrival of monsoons, The shortfall is, however, being made up. It is hoped that in
1964 South India will produce about the same quantity as in 1963. Total production in India
in 1964 may, therefore, be expected to be around 800 m.lbs. (363 m.kg.).

With an increase in production by about 40 m.lbs. compared to 1963, it can be expected
that exports which have been satisfactory since June, 1964 will also be higher than that in
1963 by about 20 m.bs. In other words, total exports in 1964 may be expected to be around
510 m.Ibs. Thus, the year 1964 has the promise of being a very good year for the Tea Indus-
try from the point of view of both production and exports.

World Supply and Absorption : 1t has been estimated that total supply of tea during
1963 was 739.4 mkg. (1,630 m.lbs.) while absorption was 745.7 m.kg. (1,644 m.lbs.) which means
a deficit of 6.3 mkg (14 m.lbs.). Total supplies of tea decreased by 5.9 mkg. (13 m.lbs) to
739.4 mkg, (1,630 m.Ibs.) in 1963 from 745.3 m.kg. (1,643 m.lbs) in 1962, Absorption, on the
otherhand, continued to increase and rose to 745.7 mkg (1,644 m.lbs) in 1963 from 744.8
m.kg. (1,642 m.Ibs.) in 1962, There is, therefore, no evidence of any excess of tea nor is there
any likelihood of an excess arising in the near future.
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