INTRODUCTION

This, the second issue of ““Tea Statistics’” published by the Statistics Branch of h
Téa Borad of India, gives the latest statistical information relating to different aspects of th
Tea Industry and Trade available at the time of going to Press. As has been mentioned in th
introduction to the last issue, the object in bringing oat this publication is not to make a com
prehensivé study of the Tea Industry of the world but to present within a relatively smal
compass a bulletin containing detailed information regarding different aspects of the Indian
Tea Industry and at the same time some essential statistics resarding Tea in respect of the
major producing and consuming countries of the world so as .  ssist a° co-ordinated study of
the international situation, particularly in so far as it affects the Indian Tea Endustry.

As before, figures have been collected from various sources some of which may not
be fully authentic. Due to this reason, some of the more recent figures contained in the
bulietin have to be taken as provisional. Some other figures are also provisional in as much
as the sources are authentic but the figures are subject to revision in the light of further
information that may be received later,  Suitable indications have been given as far as possible
whenever the figures are of a provisional nature due to one reason or another.

There have been a few additions and alterations in the contents of the bulletin as
indicated below.

In Part I, the table relating to adulteration of tea has been dropped as it was felt
that the statistics given in this table might be misleading in the absence of information relating
to the proportion of tea found to be adulterated. The statistics are also likely to be mis-
interpreted as the connotation of the term “adulterated”™ is not exactly what a layman is likely
to take it to be and also because the proportion of samples or quantity of tea found to be
adulterated is likely to be interpreted as if it represenied the proportion of adulterated tea sold
in the internal market, which it clearly is not as samples are taken not at random but ouly
on suspicion,

Table 9 (i) to 13 giving weekly and monthly average prices of Indian tea at different
auctions are new additions to the bulletin.

Table No. 16 giving imports of tea into India is also an additional feature of the
present issue.

Table No. 26 giving results of random sample surveys conducted during the year
1955 also has a few additional features which were not included in the corresponding table
given in the last issue of the bulletin.



(i)

In the international portion, tables No. !4 and 15 giving retail price of tea in the
U. K. and monthly deliveries of tea from bonded warehouses in the U. K. are also additional
features of the present issue.

Further, the scope of some of the tables in both Part I and Part 1l has been enlarged
80 as to include figures for a larger number of vears than in the last issue of the bulletin.

In Part III, a graph showing monthly deliveries of tea from bonded warehouses in
the U. K. has also been added.

A ftew suggestions mainly for enlarging the scope and coverage of this bulletin had
been received from different quarters since the publication of the first issue of this bulletin.
While some of suggestions have been given effect to in the present issue, it has not been
possible to give effect to the others due to limitations of time and space. We are nonetheless
thankful for those suggestions which will continue to teceive our attention for eventual
acceptance and implementation at a later date.

P. B, SENGUPTA
Statistician.
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5. Stock of tea held in Calcutta warehouses and tea transit sheds on last
Satorday of each month.

( figures in chests )

Month 195152 1952-53 1953-54 1954-55 1955-56
0] @ (3 4 (5 (6)
April | 205480 412,207 250,135 85,605 103,498
May 143,419 256,034 194,217 60,791 100,008
June 193,782 223,728 187,763 159,147 173,469
- July 332,898 353,364 284,048 330,506 279,567
August 515,957 512,478 378,480 392,032 395,395
September 598,390 540,477 544,23 496,216 534,322
October 679 431 510,175 647,670 720,462 731,999
November 670793 | 489,786 638,605 701,619 924,471
December 60075 | 651,851 648,844 678,575 1,014,294
January 710,982 737,844 592,771 543 928 973,836
February 714,468 638,847 332,022 352,944 910,678
March 584,114 67,253 | 188,613 192,170 728,895
j
6. Quantities of Indian Tea sold at different auctions.
( thousand lbs. )
(@ CALCUTTA
YEAR EXPORT r CONSUMPTION IN NDIA | TOTAL
) @ ‘ ©) @)
1938-39 69,100 | 66,300 135,400
1948-49 97,009 88,82 185,832
1949.50 118,145 87,128 205,273
1950-51 152,083 i 82,884 244,967
1951-52 207,128 ‘ 68,880 276,008
1952-53 217,618 ~ 68,505 286,123
1953-54 198,468 i 84,47 272,939
1954-55 166,086 108,848 274,934
1955-56+ ? 219,658 78,056 297,714

E

Provisional




6. (b) Cochin
Year Export J Consumption in India Total
| S N — ,
|
(n (2) (3) (4)
1948 4,251 524 4,775
1949 4,458 782 5,240
1950 5,652 1,242 6,894
1951 17,717 2,506 | 20,223
1952 22,082 3,116 25,198
1953 28,960 4.349 33,309
1954 22,139 | 7,099 29,238
1955 24923 I 9,614 34,537
6.(cc LONDON.

Year North India South India Total
(1 {2) (3) )
1951 41,359 12,211 53,570
1952 165,673 22,249 187 922
1953 187,386 25,383 212,769
1954 164,659 24,564 189,223
1955 158,033 30,889 188,922

N B.—The London auctions were resumed after war on I16th April 1951.

Source :—1951—54—International Tea Committee.

—1955—London Tea Market Report.
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